
Friday 

*indicates “practitioner friendly” session 

 

8:30-9:30    Chicago Ballroom AB 

*Use Your Words: 10 Pragmatic Language Building Blocks for Building Social Competency 

Strand:  Common Core, Technology, and Curriculum Implementation for Students and Youth with EBD 

Crystal Whitlow, Ed. D., The University of Tennessee at Martin 

Cherry Watts, Ph. D., Associate Professor, The University of Tennessee at Martin 

“Use your words” is a phrase often heard in early childhood classrooms. There is an assumption that the 

children have the words to use. Social skills are linked with language competency that directly impacts 

social/emotional development. Specific strategies can be easily embedded in existing classroom routines 

and improve children’s language and social skills. Early childhood general and special educators will gain 

specific ideas for enriching the P-3 classroom environment. 

 

8:30-9:30    Chicago Ballroom G 

*Positive Outcomes Rely on the 'Stability Factor' 

Strand:  Multi-Tier Systems of Academic and Behavioral Supports (MTSS) Strand 

Pauline Thornton, M.Ed., Ontario CCBD 

Trudi MacKinnon 

Poor outcomes from behaviour correction attempts are far too frequent.   The Ontario CCBD posed a 

simple question to a  group of experts –  Is there one point in our correction response that we need to 

get right every  time in order to be consistently positive?   If so – how can we make this the default 

response for every educator?  In this session, the answer to this question is shared in a very concrete 

format – The First Stabilizing Response Protocol.  This protocol is designed to be universally applicable 

for all staff, all students, and all misbehaviours. 

 

8:30-9:30    River 

English-language learners with Emotional and Behavioral Disorders: Prevalence, Characteristics, and 

Future Directions 

Strand:  Issues and Trends of Children and Youth with EBD with Cultural and Linguistically Diverse Needs 

Nicholas Gage, Ph.D., University of Florida 

Ashley S. MacSuga-Gage, Ph.D., University of Florida 



 

This presentation will (a) describe current representation statistics of English learners (EL) with EBD, (b) 

provide an overview of characteristics of EL students with EBD using two nationally representative 

samples, and (c) describe recommended intervention approaches for addressing challenging behaviors 

of EL students with EBD. The goal of this presentation is to (a) describe the current status of EL students 

with EBD and the current state of the intervention literature. 

 

8:30-9:30    Salon 9 

Choice-stimulus preference assessment, ED, and you: A review of findings and implications. 

Strand:  Multiple Uses of Assessment for Addressing the Academic and Behavioral Needs of Children and 

Youth with EBD 

Seth King, Phd, Vanderbilt 

Dr. Douglas Kostewicz, Phd, BCBA-D 

Reinforcers identified through behavior observation, rather than testimonials, remain more likely to 

produce positive treatment outcomes. Choice-stimulus preference assessment (CSPA) allows students to 

select potential reinforcers by actively choosing between stimuli. This presentation describes CSPA, 

examines the literature concerning CSPA for students with EBD, and discusses possibilities for future 

research. Attendees will be able to describe the advantages CSPA, conduct CSPA, summarize the findings 

of the literature, and identify issues with the identification of reinforcers. 

 

8:30-9:30    Chicago Ballroom F 

Teacher Perspectives on Developing Relationships with Students with Externalizing Behavior 

Strand:  Research 

Jaime Zurheide, MA, University of Illinois at Chicago 

This presentation, designed for both researchers and practitioners, will report on a study that examined 

perspectives of middle-school teachers who are skilled at forming relationships with students with 

externalizing behavior.  The presenter will review research related to the importance of positive 

teacher-student relationships for students with externalizing behavior and discuss results of the current 

study. 

 

Featured Speaker  8:30-9:30    Chicago Ballroom C 

Can We Become Allies for Students with Mental Health Challenges Who are Disconnected from 

School? 



Strand:  Juvenile Justice/ Drop Out Prevention/Special Ed in Special Settings 

Simon Gonsoulin, M.A., American Institutes for Research 

This session will focus on exemplary practices employed to reconnect youth with mental health 

concerns to their natural school community.  The focus of the discussion will be on how we all have a 

role to play in making certain the reconnecting process occurs in a manner in which the youth and family 

experience positive outcomes and the young person receives educational supports and services in the 

least restrictive setting possible, that of his/her home base school. Participants will be challenged to 

become allies for these children and youth by assisting them in identifying, establishing and meeting 

their educational aspirations and providing an environment that is conducive to the learning process 

and ultimately positive youth outcomes. We will explore the relevance of social emotional learning for 

this population of young people and the impact that skill development in this area may have on the 

young person connecting to adults and peers in the school setting ultimately increasing the odds that 

the youth will remain in school and ensure a brighter future. 

 

9:45-10:45    Chicago Ballroom G 

Using Response Tools to Support Mathematics Achievement and Test Performance 

Strand:  Common Core, Technology, and Curriculum Implementation for Students and Youth with EBD 

Brittany Hott, PhD, Texas A&M University- Commerce 

Frederick Brigham, PhD, George Mason University 

This session reports findings from a study evaluating the effects of response options (traditional 

responding, response cards, response systems) on the mathematics achievement, participation, and 

time on-task of secondary students with emotional or behavioral disorders.  Implications for practice 

including response tool selection, high-stakes testing preparation, and responsible data 

collection/analysis are shared.  Limitations and future research directions are provided. 

 

9:45-10:45    River 

Bullying Involvement Among Students with EBD: Dissecting Proactive and Reactive Aggression 

Strand:  Research 

Chad Rose, Ph.D., University of Missouri 

Dr. Cynthia G. Simpson - Houston Baptist University 

This presentation will discuss the discrepancies between proactive and reactive aggression in students 

with EBD. Students with EBD are overrepresented within the bullying dynamic and engage in high levels 

of reactive emotions, reactive aggression, and proactive aggression. It can be argued that the proactive 



aggression, or bullying, may be more accurately defined as reactive aggression or emotions for students 

with EBD due to specific diagnostic criteria. Participants will look at evidenced from the field. 

9:45-10:45    Chicago Ballroom AB 

Using Assessment to Inform Instruction for Students with EBD 

Strand:  Multiple Uses of Assessment for Addressing the Academic and Behavioral Needs of Children and 

Youth with EBD 

Lauren C. Reed, MT, Old Dominion University 

Ellen Browning, MS 

Pressure on teachers and administrators to attain AYP has placed an emphasis on the need for high-

quality academic instruction for students with EBD.  One component of high-quality instruction is 

effective assessment. This session will discuss how the principles of formative assessment can be applied 

in the classroom in order to enhance the academic instruction of students with EBD. Participants will 

learn how to use formative assessment to make instructional decisions. 

 

9:45-10:45    Chicago Ballroom F 

Behavioral Principles Underlying Effective Instruction and Intervention 

Strand:  Multi-Tier Systems of Academic and Behavioral Supports (MTSS) Strand 

Chris Sweigart, University of Louisville 

Timothy J. Landrum, Ph.d, University of Louisville 

We focus in this session on the key foundational behavioral principles that should guide prevention and 

intervention for students with or at risk for EBD.  Examples of four concepts: positive and negative 

reinforcement, differential reinforcement, and extinction are provided. 

 

9:45-10:45    Chicago Ballroom D 

A Brighter Future for Youth: Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports in Juvenile Justice 

Strand:  Juvenile Justice/ Drop Out Prevention/Special Ed in Special Settings 

Brenda Scheuermann, Ph.D., Texas State University 

C.Michael Nelson, Ph.D 

Kristine Jolivette, Ph.D, Georgia State University 

This session will describe initiatives underway in Texas, Georgia, and California to implement facility-

wide positive behavior interventions and supports (PBIS) in juvenile justice facilities, including secure 



facilities. We will describe preliminary outcomes.  Emerging data indicate PBIS to be an effective and 

socially valid mechanism for behavioral structure in disciplinary alternative placements. 

Featured Speaker  9:45-10:45    Chicago Ballroom C 

"So What Are You Going To Do About It?”: Schooling the Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Learner 

with Emotional and Behavior Disorders 

Strand:  Issues and Trends of Children and Youth with EBD with Cultural and Linguistically Diverse Needs 

Gwendolyn Cartledge, Ph.D, The Ohio State University, College of Education and Human Ecology, special 

education programs 

Schools in this country are increasingly diverse, creating conditions that dictate corresponding changes 

in the way we perceive and teach our students. Culturally responsive instruction means understanding 

student needs as well as using the student’s culture for instructional content and methods of delivery. 

Programs for students with behavior disorders are especially impacted by diversity, with greater 

disproportionality and poorer outcomes for certain groups from diverse backgrounds. This presentation 

on culturally and linguistically diverse (CLD) students with behavior disorders will use the empirical 

literature and professional experiences to present several key issues specific to this population: culture 

and culturally specific behavior; disproportionality its causes, and its effects; prevention and the 

culturally responsive methods implied for each of these issues. 

 

11:00-12:00    Terminal 1 

Ethical decision making in classroom behavior management 

Strand:  Law, Ethics and Professional Development for Leadership of Children and Youth with EBD 

Sarup Mathur, Ph.D, Arizona State University 

This presentation emphasizes the need to understand ethical issues surrounding behavior management 

practices.  Three benefits for attendees include (a) Learn how findings can support an effort to make the 

teaching of ethical practices more visible in a teacher training program, (b) provide guidance to 

substantially change professional development for teachers in classroom behavior management, and (c) 

become more aware of ethical issues faced by teacher candidates and teachers and their ethical 

decision making. 

 

11:00-12:00    Salon 8 

Using Opportunities to Respond Strategies for Increasing Engagement with Secondary Students 

Strand:  Multi-Tier Systems of Academic and Behavioral Supports (MTSS) Strand 

Reesha Adamson, PhD, Missouri State University 

Timothy Lewis, Ph.D, University of Missouri 



This presentation will demonstrate three opportunities to respond (OTR) universal interventions for use 

with secondary students with Emotional and Behavioral Disorders (E/BD). A single-subject alternating 

treatment design across student/teacher dyads was used to investigate the comparative impact on 

student academic engaged time (AET) of three common OTR interventions, a) guided notes, b) class-

wide peer tutoring, and c) response cards. Participants will leave the presentation with knowledge of the 

three OTR interventions and tools for implementation. 

 

11:00-12:00    Chicago Ballroom D 

Ensuring Cultural Responsiveness of Social Skills Interventions for Students from Diverse Backgrounds 

Strand:  Issues and Trends of Children and Youth with EBD with Cultural and Linguistically Diverse Needs 

Joseph Morgan, PhD, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

Yun-Ju Hsiao, PhD, Washington State University, Tri-Cities 

Social skills interventions are common for students with EBD, often with mixed results. Research 

suggests that targeted skills may conflict with the cultural expectations of students, and do not take 

diverse backgrounds into consideration. This session will focus on perceptions of students and teachers 

related to the importance of commonly taught social skills. Results will be discussed, as well as a 

framework for developing culturally relevant social skills interventions. 

 

11:00-12:00    Salon 9 

Assessment, Curriculum, and Instruction to Prevent Academic Failure in students with EBD 

Strand:  Issues and Trends for Supporting Children and Youth with EBD and Autism Spectrum Disorders 

or Multiple Disabilities 

Megan Wilson, University of Washington 

James Hogan, University of Washington, hoganj4@uw.edu 

Tal Slemrod, University of Washington, tslemrod@uw.edu 

Our presentation is designed to provide teachers in both special and general education settings with 

high leverage practices in the teaching cycle to address the needs of students with EBD.  Attendees can 

expect to learn how to use:  1.  assessment to evaluate baseline performance and progress monitor 

student growth; 2.  adapt core (science) curriculum and; 3.  praise, pre-correction, and opportunities to 

respond to meet students with challenging behavior instructional and behavioral needs. 

 

11:00-12:00    River 



Raising Academic and Social Achievement by Measuring Performance 

Strand:  Multiple Uses of Assessment for Addressing the Academic and Behavioral Needs of Children and 

Youth with EBD 

Richard Young, Ph.D., Brigham Young University 

Lynnette Christensen 

Aaron Olsen 

This presentation will review the challenges educators face when making instructional decisions for 

academic and social behavior and what the science of learning has taught us about how students learn. 

Data-based decision making (DBDM) may be enhanced through electronic databases that display data 

and make recommendations for interventions based on real-time. Participants will learn how to 

integrate key elements of effective instruction, positive feedback, and DBDM. 

 

11:00-12:00    Chicago Ballroom G 

Buddy time": Facilitating Associative Play in Pre-School Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder". 

Strand:  Issues and Trends for Supporting Children and Youth with EBD and Autism Spectrum Disorders 

or Multiple Disabilities 

Corinne Kindzierski, Ph.D, Canisius College 

The purpose of this research was to determine the effect, if any, of a teacher-made social skills 

curriculum on the associative play skills of young children with autism. Specifically, "buddy time" 

consisted of a child identified with ASD and a typical-developing peer engaging in interactive games 

facilitated by staff. Participants will see a model of a  teacher-designed social skills curriculum, will learn 

how collect data without disrupting developmental play and how to unobtrusively facilitate age-

appropriate play. 

 

11:00-12:00    Chicago Ballroom AB 

The TEAMS Model: Reducing Youth Recidivism through an Integrated Community Partnership Model 

Strand:  Juvenile Justice/ Drop Out Prevention/Special Ed in Special Settings 

Sara McDaniel, Ph.D., The University of Alabama 

The TEAMS program is a wrap-around service for detained youth with disabilities and/or mental health 

issues that aims to reduce recidivism through targeted re-entry supports. This presentation will highlight 

the primary components of the TEAMS model in addition to discussing community partnership models. 

The presenter will also provide participants with resources to assist with designing, initiating, and 

sustaining community partnerships. 



 

11:00-12:00    Chicago Ballroom F 

Improving Mathematics Performance among Secondary Students with EBD: A Methodological Review 

Strand:  Research 

Candace Mulcahy, Ph.D., Binghamton University - SUNY 

The presenters applied special education research quality indicators  and standards for single case 

design to analyze intervention studies intended to improve mathematics performance among secondary 

students with emotional and behavioral disorders (EBD). The presenters will share the findings of the 

methodological review as well as implications for researchers and practitioners. Participants will identify 

strengths and limitations of the current research base. 

 

11:00-12:00    Terminal 3 

An update on IDEA Court Decisions and OSEP Policy Letters: Impact on Services to Students with E/BD 

Strand:  Law, Ethics and Professional Development for Leadership of Children and Youth with EBD 

David Walker, Ed.D, The University of Southern Mississippi 

The focus of this session will be on presenting case law and OSEP Letters that have occurred between 

August 2012 and September 2013. The presenter will discuss the impact these decisions have on 

services to children with emotional and behavioral disorders. 

 

11:00-12:00    Higgins 

The Janus Project: Looking Back to Move the Field Forward 

James Teagarden, Ed.D., Kansas State University 

Dr. Marilyn Kaff, Kansas State University 

The Janus Project:  Looking Back to Move the Field Forward uses video excerpts of conversations of 

many of the pioneers and current leaders of the field of education of students with emotional-

behavioral disorders to reexamine the historical experiences of these pioneers.  In addition these 

leaders share their reflections on future of the field and suggestions for people entering the field. 

Learner outcomes: 

• Participants will identify common themes in the history of the field of education for children 

with emotional-behavioral disorders. 

• Participants will listen to reflections of leaders on their view of the future of field and evaluate 

how these reflections influence services for children. 



• Participants will analyze their professional practice in light of the historical and reflective 

information provided by the pioneers in the field of emotional-behavioral disorders. 

11:00-12:00    Chicago Ballroom C 

Writing and Publishing your Textbook 

Faculty Development Mini Strand 

Mitchell Yell, Ph.D, University of South Caroloina 

Jim Shriner, Ph.D, University of Illinois 

Douglas Cheney, Ph.d, University of Washington 

Gregory Benner, Ph.d, Universtiy of Washington-Tacoma 

The purpose of this presentation is to introduce participants to writing and publishing textbooks.  The 

session will begin with a description of the primary publishers of special education textbooks and 

guidance in submitting textbook proposals to these publishers.  We will then discuss important accepts 

of textbook writing, including accessibility to your readers, publishing schedules, commitment to 

research-based practices, and pedagogical features.  We end with a question and answer session with 

the presenters, all of whom have published successful textbooks. 

Consultancy Session  11:00-12:00    Chicago Ballroom E 

Claudia Rinaldi, PhD, Assistant Director, Urban Special Education Leadership Collaborative at Education 

Development Center (EDC), Inc  

Ed Cancio, Ph.d University of Toledo 

CCBD Consultancy uses the National School Reform Faculty protocol (www.nsrfharmony.org) to help 

practitioners deal with school issues with which they are struggling with or something problematic that 

has has not been as effective as it can be.  Consultancies give presenters an opportunity to tap the 

expertise of the CCBD researchers and practitioners  by providing  a structured protocol to provide 

respectful, thoughtful, and experienced-based response to the dilemma.  The outcome provides 

evidenced-based and research recommended strategies to take back to their schools and new 

connections in the field.   This year the St. Charles Unified School District will present their dilemma on 

the OASIS program, a unique self-contained academic and behavioral program for students with 

emotional and behavioral disabilities.  Come to the consultancy and lets engaged in rich discussion and 

idea development. 

 

11:00-1200    Salon 10 

*Fifteen Behavioral Adaptations for Student Success in the Common Core 

Strand:  Common Core, Technology, and Curriculum Implementation for Students and Youth with EBD 

Beverley Johns, MS, MacMurray College 



This session will present fifteen evidence-based behavioral adaptations daily use in the classroom.  

Participants will be provided with multiple examples of how they can apply these adaptations to the 

common core standards to improve student performance. At sessiot end, participants will be able to 

describe at least three ways that they can utilize these adaptations to increase performance in the 

common core standards. 

 

1:45-2:45    Chicago AB 

Strategies for Teaching English Language Learners with Emotional and Behavioral Disorders 

Strand:  Issues and Trends of Children and Youth with EBD with Cultural and Linguistically Diverse Needs 

Pik Wah Lam, M.Ed., M.A., Texas Tech University 

Dr. Joyce A. Brandes, Ph.D, University of Oklahoma, jbrandes@ou.edu 

The purpose of this presentation is to help teachers develop a culturally responsive and positive 

classroom environment that supports learning for culturally and linguistically diverse students with 

emotional and behavioral disorders (EBD). This presentation will present evidence-based strategies 

found to be effective for the targeted group of students. Audience members will learn how to utilize 

these strategies in their classrooms through the use of the handbook, how to strategies, and pamphlet 

provided through this presentation. 

 

1:45-2:45    River 

*The Influence of Professional Development in Writing for Special Education Teachers 

Strand:  Common Core, Technology, and Curriculum Implementation for Students and Youth with EBD 

Lisa Liberty, Ph.D, Seton Hall University 

Students with EBD experience academic deficits in writing. Special education teachers lack knowledge, 

strategies, and resources to teach writing. The purpose of this presentation is to share the results of a 

study on  special education teachers who received professional development (PD) on Self-Regulation 

Strategy Development. Special education teachers will learn SRSD instructional techniques that 

positively influence outcomes for students with EBD. 

 

1:45-2:45    Chicago F 

Using Applied Behavior Analysis to Teach Play Skills to Children with Autism 

Strand:  Issues and Trends for Supporting Children and Youth with EBD and Autism Spectrum Disorders 

or Multiple Disabilities 

Kelly Carrero, PhD, Shippensburg Universithy 



Staci Zolkoski, University of North Texas 

Mandy E. Lusk, PhD, Assistant Professor at Witchita State University 

Calli G. Lewis, PhD, Assistant Professor at Shippensburg University 

Children with autism often experience difficulty engaging in pretend play with peers, familiar adults, and 

in isolation.  This presentation will assist teachers, therapists, and families of children with autism to (a) 

articulate the social and academic benefits of teaching pretend play to young children with autism, (b) 

design and teach pretend play sequences using applied behavior analysis techniques, and (c) prepare 

young children with autism to use mastered pretend play skills in inclusive settings. 

 

1:45-2:45    Salon 9 

Embedded iPod Touch Video Instruction to Increase Academic Engagement and Self-Management 

Skills of Students with EBD. 

Jesse (Woody) Johnson, Ed.D., Northern Illinois University 

Edward Cancio, PhD, University of Toledo 

Students with emotional and behavioral disorders (EBD) display off-task and disruptive behaviors 

(Gresham, Lane, MacMilan, & Bocian, 1999; Wehby, Symons, & Shores, 1995) resulting in decreased 

opportunities to learn (Carr, Taylor, & Robinson, 1991; Wehby, Symons, Canale, & Go, 1998).  This study 

assessed iPod Touch embedded video-based instruction to increase self-management skills.  Students 

showed increases in planning and organization skills as well as substantial and sustained increases in on-

task behavior. 

 

1:45-2:45    Chicago G 

*Why Are They Doing That: A Guide to Decoding the Behavior of Students with EBD 

Strand:  Juvenile Justice/ Drop Out Prevention/Special Ed in Special Settings 

Karen Ihrig, Ed.D, George Washington University 

Brian Ernest 

This presentation will discuss findings from a three-year inquiry into understanding the stages of 

relationship between teachers and student in day treatment facilities. The model of stages of behavior 

of students with EBD in self-contained settings will show examples of stage behavior and will offer 

practitioners a chance to decode presenting behaviors. Suggestions on evidence-based behavioral 

interventions that correspond with the individual stages and tools to use in their classroom or programs 

will be presented. 



 

Featured Speaker 1:45-2:45    Chicago Ballroom C 

Research in Emotional and Behavioral Disorders: What We Know and What We Need to Know 

Strand:  Research 

Timothy Landrum, Ph.D, University of Louisville 

Despite a rich history and tradition of research into the nature, causes, and treatment of emotional and 

behavioral disorders, students with EBD continue to (a) experience among the poorest school and life 

outcomes of any subgroup of students with or without disabilities, and (b) present extreme challenges 

to their schools, families, and communities.  In this session, Dr. Landrum  briefly reviews some of the 

major accomplishments the special education research enterprise has produced, and which forms the 

foundation of effective intervention and treatment for students with EBD.  He then lays out a suggested 

research agenda that may be necessary if we are to successfully build upon our history’s foundation and 

move toward improved outcomes for students with EBD and their families. 

 

3:00-4:00    Salon 8 

Influence of Companion Dogs and Outdoor Activities on Children with ADHD 

Kyungsook Kang, Wonkwang University 

Hyuk Hong 

The purpose of this study was to examine the influence of outdoor activities with companion dogs on 

the attention of children with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD). The results indicated that 

outdoor activities with companion dogs had positive influences on selective attention, sustained 

attention, self control, and auditory attention, all of which are sub-factors of ADHD children’s attention. 

 

3:00-4:00    Salon 10 

MANIFESTATION DETERMINATION REVIEWS AND SCHOOL TEAM DECISION-MAKING WITH STUDENTS 

WITH EMOTIONAL/ BEHAVIORAL DISABILITIES 

Strand:  Law, Ethics and Professional Development for Leadership of Children and Youth with EBD 

Jennifer Walker, PhD, George Mason University 

Dr. Frederick Brigham, George Mason University 

Hidden profiles of students with EBD were used in mock MDRs with general and special educators. All 

educators discussed and repeated more shared information than unique information and special 

educators discussed twice as much information.  Discussion regarding collaboration among educators, 



implications for practice, impact of disability labels on MDRs, limitations, and future research will be 

presented to an intended audience of administrators, educators, and researchers. 

3:00-4:00    Chicago F 

Challenges of collaboration and inclusion: Perceptions of teachers involved in Project CHOICES 

Strand:  Research 

Alice Cahill, MS, Illinois State University 

Dr. Paula Crowley, Illinois State University 

Teachers who partnered at a school working within “Children Have Opportunities in Inclusive 

Community Environments and Schools”, also known as Project CHOICES will present their own 

observations and experiences collaborating and including all children in their learning environment. 

Educators will leave with concrete ways to overcome obstacles, practical ways to increase 

communication and shared workload and data-based recommendations to augment inclusion. 

 

3:00-4:00    Chicago AB 

American Indian Discipline Patterns at K-12 Public Schools 

Strand:  Issues and Trends of Children and Youth with EBD with Cultural and Linguistically Diverse Needs 

Denise Whitford, MSW, MA, University of Arizona 

This study utilized logistic regression to examine office discipline referrals (ODR) for 9,330 students from 

pre-kindergarten through the twelfth grade in districts with a large (23.5%) American-Indian population. 

The presentation will examine office referrals by school type and across grade level. The presenter will 

(a) compare disciplinary actions by race/ethnicity, (b) summarize discipline patterns of American Indian 

students based on gender and type of referral, and (c) discuss implications for practice. 

 

3:00-4:00    Chicago G 

Practical Strategies for Improving Parental Involvement Programming for Children and Youth with 

Emotional/Behavioral Disorders 

Strand:  Multi-Tier Systems of Academic and Behavioral Supports (MTSS) Strand 

Walaa Kherais, University of North Texas 

Dr. Emerald R. Collins, Midwestern State University  

Dr. Jieun Baek’, University of North Texas  

Kara Burton, University of North Texas 



Literature suggests inadequate parental involvement as a contributing barrier of academic and social 

success for youth with E/BDs (Klopovic, Vasu, & Yearwood, 2003). Student learner outcomes are best 

materialized when parents are involved (Henderson & Berla, 1995). The purpose of this presentation is 

to inform practitioners with the basic tenents of evidence-based parental involvement programming. 

Practitioners will be able to use elements of parent involvement in E/BD programming. 

3:00-4:00    Terminal 1 

A review of teacher implemented writing intervention studies for students with EBD 

Strand:  Research 

Yojanna Cuenca-Carlino, PhD., Illinois State University 

Mark Zablocki, PhD, Illinois State University 

Sara Mills, PhD, District of Columbia Public Schools 

We conducted a review that synthesized teacher-delivered writing intervention studies for students 

with mild disabilities, including students with EBD. We examined the impact on students; the type of 

training and support teachers received to provide the interventions; and teacher’s perceptions as 

research participants. We will provide information about the effectiveness of the intervention studies 

and implications for researcher and teachers for future research involving student’s teachers in research 

intervention studies. 

 

3:00-4:00    Chicago D 

*Problem Solving for Problem Behavior 

Strand:  Juvenile Justice/ Drop Out Prevention/Special Ed in Special Settings 

Nichole Held, M.Ed., Centennial School of Lehigh University 

Ms. Katie Herczeg, M.Ed. 

This session is for special and general educators, counselors, administrators and other staff. It focuses on 

data-driven problem solving for mitigating disruptive behavior and teaching appropriate replacement 

behaviors, aligned closely with Centennial School of Lehigh University’s school-wide positive behavior 

support model.  Participants will receive data tools that can be integrated in their settings as well as 

analyze strategies for using data to reduce challenging behaviors. 

 

3:00-4:00    Salon 9 

Universal Design for Learning to Support Engagement of Students with Challenging Behavior 

Strand:  Common Core, Technology, and Curriculum Implementation for Students and Youth with EBD 



Kim Johnson-Harris, M.S.Ed., Southern Illinois University Carbondale 

Nancy A. Mundschenk, Ph.D.,Southern Illinois University Carbondale 

Universal design for learning (UDL) is a framework for designing instruction that is accessible to all 

learners, including those with challenging behavior.  This presentation will provide an overview of  UDL, 

and demonstrate specific applications for addressing behavioral concerns in the classroom.  Results from 

a teacher acceptability survey, conducted as part of a multiple baseline study that examined the effects 

of UDL, will be shared. 

 

3:00-4:00    River 

Assisting Students from Diverse Backgrounds with Challenging Behaviors: Incorporating a Culturally 

Attuned FBA in Pre-Referral Services 

Strand:  Multiple Uses of Assessment for Addressing the Academic and Behavioral Needs of Children and 

Youth with EBD 

Gerardo Moreno, Ph.D, Northeastern Illinois University 

Mickie Wong-Lo, Ph.D., Northeastern Illinois University 

Maureen Short, Ph.D., North Carolina Central University 

Lyndal M. Bullock, Ed.D., University of North Texas, Denton 

Student populations are increasingly diverse. Educators have difficulties distinguishing cultural 

differences and genuine indicators of emotional/behavioral disorders (EBD). This difficulty contributes to 

disproportional representation of students from diverse backgrounds. The functional behavioral 

assessment (FBA) is an effective process, particularly when culturally attuned. This presentation will 

discuss the core components of the FBA. Participants will learn cultural elements to include in FBA 

processes to meet the needs of diverse students. 

 

3;00-4:00    Chicago Ballroom C 

Implementing Self-Regulated Strategy Development in a Residential Setting for Students with E/BD 

Strand:  Common Core, Technology, and Curriculum Implementation for Students and Youth with EBD 

Robin Parks Ennis, PhD, BCBA-D, Clemson University 

This presentation will summarize data and lessons learned from four studies implementing self-

regulated strategy development (SRSD) in a residential facility for students with E/BD currently 

implementing positive behavioral interventions and supports, Two SRSD strategies were implemented 

to teach both expository (TWA+PLANS) and persuasive (STOP & DARE) writing. Implications for 



practitioners wanting to enhance SRSD to better meet the needs of students with E/BD will be 

presented. 

4:15-5:15    Chicago G 

Hawaii Preschool Positive Engagement Project: What’s Going Right? 

Strand:  Multi-Tier Systems of Academic and Behavioral Supports (MTSS) Strand 

Susan Mrazek, M.A., University of Hawaii at Manoa 

This session will focus on Hawaii Preschool Positive Engagement ProjecHPPEP history, our current 

program, data results, and future plans. Session is for educators, parents, and anyone wanting to learn 

about positive behavioral supports. Participant outcomes:  1) Implementation of PBS in preschool 

classrooms; 2) Extending a program into the home with parent involvement; 3) Storytelling for the 

Home Enrichment of Language and Literacy Skills (SHELLS). 

 

4:15-5:15    Chicago F 

*The power of point sheets: Managing behavior and making data based decisions 

Strand:  Multiple Uses of Assessment for Addressing the Academic and Behavioral Needs of Children and 

Youth with EBD 

Krista Beam, M.Ed, Centennial School of Lehigh University 

Katie Auriemma Lead Teacher Centennial School of Lehigh University M.Ed 

Monitoring both academic and behavioral goals, outcomes and success in students with EBD is critical.  

Point sheets are an effective way to collect and analyze behavior. This presentation provides teachers 

and administrators with an effective tool to manage and monitor behavior that will assist with data 

based decision-making. Participants will be led through the development of a point sheet, how it can be 

used effectively, and understand why it is an effective data collection tool. 

 

4:15-5:15    Salon 9 

Addressing the mental health intervention needs of LGBT bullying victimization 

Strand:  Issues and Trends of Children and Youth with EBD with Cultural and Linguistically Diverse Needs 

John Palladino, Ph.D., Eastern Michigan University 

This presentation, based on a research project with 450 preservice teachers, will address why educator 

acceptance of LGBT youth is not a complete response to the emotional intervention needs this 

population of students often need. It will further highlight specific knowledge, skills, and intervention 

options educators should consider when LGBT youth internalize their bullying experiences. 



 

Panel Session  4:15-5:15    Chicago Ballroom C 

Overcoming the Research-to-Practice Gap in Special Education 

Robert A. Gable, Ph.D., Moderator 

Timothy J. Landrum, Ph.d, Professor and Chair in the Department of Special Education at the University 

of Louisville 

Lauren C. Reed, doctoral student at Old Dominion University 

Melody Tankersley, Ph.d, Professor of special education and currently serves as a Prov 

A panel comprised of representatives of both research and practice in the field of special education will 

examine major reasons for the longstanding research-to-practice gap in the area of emotional 

disabilities (ED).  Discussion will include a critical examination of major obstacles to overcoming that gap 

and suggestions for accomplishing that important goal. The audience will be encouraged to share their 

perspectives on this serious and complex issue. 

 

4:45-5:15    River 

*Self Determination: Teaching Teens with EB/D to Take Control 

Strand:  Research 

Alicia Wolfe, M.Ed., Centennial School of Lehigh University 

Sara Vanderbeck 

Tim Murphy 

This presentation will share strategies for choice making, goal setting, and problem solving used to 

increase students’ self-determination skills. Participants will receive resources that are beneficial and 

adaptable to their educational setting. This practitioner-based presentation is intended for teachers, 

administrators, and families of secondary students with EB/D and autism. 


